
www.solentsu.co.uk/resus RE:SUS 1



RE:SUS “For students, by students”2 www.solentsu.co.uk/resus RE:SUS

E d i t o r i a l
4.   Note from the SU President
6.   Student Life
7.   Student Advice Centre
12. Features
20. Fashion
23. Your Entertainment Guide
24. Hall of Fame
26. Music
32. Film
36. Activities Update
42. Sports
46. Chuck Norris vs. Jack Bauer
47. Hall of Shame

RE:SUS Magazine Team
Editor in Chief: Hayley Clarke
Design: Christopher Attewell-Hughes, 
Nicola Lombardi, Louise Young
Features: Christopher Attewell-Hughes, 
Hayley Blowers, Emily Brown, James Davies, 
David Dudzik, Tiffany Evans, Joe Jenness, 
Nicola Lombardi, Will Nicholls, Hannah 
Roberts, Neil Ross, Lauren White
Fashion: Vikki Hancock

Music:  Hannah Mahony, Emma Herron, 
Mel Lewis, Nicola Lombardi
Film: Emi Charlswood, Matt Perry, 
Jamie Skey
Sport: Lee Stobbs
Photographs: Dan Prendie, Andy Yates, 
and Solent students!
Front Cover Design: Natalie Al-Tahhan
Thanks to: CB, JL, JM, PM, SM, SW

The views expressed by individual contributors do not reflect 
the views of Solent Student’s Union of Solent University

3

Regulars

Features
6.   Procrastination
8.   After University
12. Valentines special
18. Interview with Evander     
Holyfield
20. Ethical Fashion
22. Alphabeat
26. Nick Harrison
43. Sillet fears for football
44. Camp Fever

If you would like to contribute to RE:SUS magazine, 
please email: sucommunications@solent.ac.uk 

Each time RE:SUS 
is published I often 
re-read this section 
and think to myself 
‘surely you could 
have come up with 
something witty to 
say?’.

Unfortunately, it seems that despite 
acquiring a Journalism degree from this fine 
establishment, after compiling the articles, 
photos and whatnot, this ‘ere editorial is left 
empty and alone, requiring my immediate 
attention before being whisked off to the 
printers.

If 3 years at Uni has taught me anything, it’s 
that you shall be forever leaving important bits 
of work until the last minute.

So, take our advice, start thinking about where 
you want to be in a few years time (pg. 8.) 
and make the most out of your time here while 
it lasts. Get involved in RAG, play a new sport 
(pg. 38), get camp fever (pg. 44) or maybe 
even become an SU Officer! (Pg. 10)

Oh, and happy Valentines!

Hayley
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Note 
from

 the 
Pres

ident
!

Hello,

Now you are back in the swing of things and those exams and 

hand ins are out of the way there are several things the Union 

wants to achieve this term. Firstly, we are holding the Students’ 

Union elections, this is your opportunity to get involved in the 

Union and in turn the way the University is run. The are loads 

of different positions available so something to suit everyone. 

For more info please go to www.solentsu.co.uk/elections . The 

second stage to this process is g
etting you to vote, even if you 

don’t want to run - voting is so simple. It is g
oing to be conducted 

through the portal this year so please get involved!

The second thing I wanted to talk about was the NSS (National 

Students Survey). This is the opportunity for Students’ to feedback 

about their University. The results are then compared to other 

Universities and are used to set the University League tables 

across the country. It won’t take much of your time and it is 

a great opportunity for you to relay your experiences here at 

Solent. You are also entered into a draw to win free VIP tickets 

to the Graduation Ball in November.

Finally, the Summer Ball. This year we want to do something 

special. It is 
a great opportunity for a big night out before the 

exams kick in and everyone disperses in the summer. We aim 

to provide some fantastic acts and a different styled event to 

our previous balls. Please get in touch if you have any ideas or 

suggestions!

Thanks for reading, and I will write again soon. 

Best Wishes

Christopher William Brady ESQ

supresident@solent.ac.uk
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What They Don’t Tell 
You in Freshers’ Week

The main problem I fi nd with writing this 
article is timing. For a start, the actual time 
it takes to write the article is problematic. 
I begin with the greatest of intentions, 
planning on beginning it a fair while 
in advance, and thus giving me the 
opportunity to fi nd suffi cient inspiration 
and be able to improve it over time. 
However, like all things, I spend my time 
procrastinating and end up doing it at the 
last minute. The only inspiration I have then 
is the looming deadline. The same applies 
to course work.

First and second years, heed my advice, 
enjoy this precious time while it lasts 
because soon you are going to be on fi rst 
name terms with the library staff. Over the 
holidays I had lots to do, lots and lots and 
lots. I sat down, looked at all I had before 
me and decided the best thing to do was 

play X-Box for 2 solid weeks, whilst gorging 
myself with mulled wine, mince pies and 
turkey sandwiches. It was simply much 
more fun then dealing with the reality.

Did I feel bad? Ho Ho No! it was Christmas, 
and everyone knows its against the law to 
do homework at Christmas. 

I did do some work however. The fi rst week 
of the holiday, I made my daily pilgrimage 
across the park, via Deli de France for a 
Panini and on to the library where I would 
happily set up camp and begin work 
on one of my assignments. After say, 45 
minutes of writing I was bored, so I would 
look onto Facebook. On the other hand, 
if I managed to write some paragraphs 
that I was particularly proud of, I rewarded 
myself by going on Facebook.  Hell, I 
rewarded myself for just sitting in the library 
by going on Facebook.

Herein lies the problem. Academic work 
is dull but must be done. Everything else is 
fun and everyone likes fun (except grown 
ups). Facebook is especially fun (I could be 
being tagged right now!). 

Right now opening a window seems like 
a hoot because it keeps me from working 
for 8 seconds. If I button up my cardigan it 
takes me that little bit closer to my degree. 
Unfortunately, until our University starts 
a degree in window opening or clothes 
buttoning, I’m screwed (though I wouldn’t 
put it past them).

By Joe Jenness
Part Four - Procrastination

Hello!

We have lots going on at the SAC 
this month! Housing Awareness Week 
commences on Feb 9. This event aims 
to provide invaluable information for 
students living in houses for the fi rst time 
and we’ll be providing you with a list 
of properties signed up to the SASSH 
scheme.

The Student Advice Centre is inviting the 
NHS into our union to do Bone Marrow 
registration. It’s a simple process, which 
benefi ts many people in need every 
year.

You have all experienced the stress 
and pressure of a major exam period 
and this means I am looking to you for 
answers. The Students’ Union is looking 
for feedback concerning the library 
resources and opening hours. Would you 

like the library to be open for longer? 
Would you like a 24 hr library during 
exam periods? Please contact me if this 
is an issue that effects you.

I would like to end this edition’s article 
by saying; keep enjoying your time here. 
Hopefully you are all heading in the right 
direction with your studies and I hope 
to see you around the Students’ Union 
soon!

Stuart Ward 

Student:Life
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If any of this sounds familiar to you the 
chances are you’re in a long distance 
relationship. Also, by now you will have 
discovered that long distance relationships 
are hard. There really is no arguing the fact.

University takes its toll on long distance 
relationships. Deadlines sneak up on you, you 
feel obligated to spend time with the people 
you met here and it gets harder to find the 
time to keep the magic in your relationship. 

There are however a few, simple ways to 
make it easier for you and your partner.

“A picture says a thousand words.”

If you’re struggling to find time to call your 
other half send a quick picture message 
with a heart felt message attached. A smiley 
photo and something along the lines of “I 
was just thinking about you” will let your 
special girl/guy know that you do think about 
them.

Long Distance Relationships

“The internet is a valuable resource.”

Something you will have undoubtedly heard 
from your tutors regarding your assignments. 
The same is true of your relationship. You will 
most likely check your email daily, if not more 
often. Every now and then send an email to 
your loved one. Just a quick “Hi” from you 
could be all it takes to brighten their day.

“The long lost art of letter writing”

Pens and paper have more uses than the 
obligatory Uni notes. There’s something 
personal about writing a letter rather than 
sending an email. If you can find the time to 
put pen to paper and let your sweetheart 
know how you feel about them do. It may 
take longer than an email but it will be 
appreciated more than you can imagine.

By no means am I saying that these tips can 
save a relationship on the rocks. I can only 
speak from personal experience and I can 
tell you that communication really is the key 
to a happy and healthy relationship. 

There will be times when you feel lonely and 
think that everyone around you has the 
perfect relationship with someone they get 
to see all the time. I promise you, your special 
someone will be feeling the exact same way. 
Just remember to reassure them that you do 
love them and the relationship will go from 
strength to strength.

Absence does make the heart grow fonder 
after all.

Features

By Hannah Roberts

“It’s only a few years” ...“We’ll still see each other” ...
“We’re strong enough to get through this” ...
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belief, he is no ‘fl ash Harry’. 

Sat slouched in his chair, wearing a pair 
of jeans, boots and a chequered shirt 
he credits his mother, Laura Holyfi eld, for 
teaching him about Christian values and 
the honor in being humble. 

“My mother was very instrumental, and 
taught me to respect other people. 

My brothers and sisters realise had they 
done more of what my mother had told 
them to do, they probably would have 
been successful as well.” 
Holyfi eld, the youngest of nine said: “I’m 
just one woman away, (my mother), from 
being the same as Mike Tyson. My Mother 
said, you go to school, you listen, and 
you do what that teacher tells you do 
to. I would’ve ended up like him had my 
momma not been so tough and strong.”

The man who’s been called ‘God’s 
champion’, was never supposed to make 
anything of his life. He was told over and 
over again that he was too poor, too 
inarticulate, and too black to break the 
grip of poverty and despair. But armed with 
a strong faith in succeeding, a strong self-
belief, and a strong jaw, Holyfi eld defi ed 
the odds and rewrote boxing history, by 
earning more than $150 million. 

Living by the philosophy that “no one 
chooses their start, but everyone can 
choose their fi nish”, Evander amazingly 
went from being paid a mere $2.65 an hour 
for his fi rst job at the age of 17, to an eye 
watering $34 million, in 1997, to fi ght Mike 
Tyson for the second time, which he admits 
was: “the largest amount ever paid for a 
single performance in any fi eld.” 

Holyfi eld had knocked out ‘Mad Mike’ in 

their fi rst fi ght and was set to do it again, 
until Tyson bit off a chunk of his ear. It was 
found on the bloodied canvas and given 
back to the champion in an iced plastic 
bag as he was rushed to hospital. 

Leaping out of his seat, he explained: “It 
was painful. I was shocked, because it’s 
not something you expect.”

However it was not the fi rst time he had 
experienced the sensation of his fl esh being 
bitten. “I’ve been bitten a lot of times ... I 
didn’t take it as anything other than Mike 
wanted to get out. He quit, he didn’t want 
to fi ght anymore.”

Although Holyfi eld won the bout against 
his raging and disqualifi ed opponent, he 
is now set for a third encounter with ‘Iron 
Mike’. 

He explains: “I realise if I want to be 
Heavyweight Champion, I have to attract 
the champions to fi ght me. If I fi ght Mike 
Tyson, I would do that ... I can’t walk away. 
I have to retire as undisputed Heavyweight 
Champion. I know that I am supposed to. 
I know that I can. It’s a matter of being 
patient.”

The boxer says one secret to his success 
has been his approach to life. “It’s 
impossible to be me. But you can be 
yourself and achieve what I’ve achieved 
if you listen, follow direction, and not quit. 
God made everyone special. 

You just have to realise how special 
you are by working hard at what you 
want to achieve.”

As I stood up to leave, Evander shook my 
hand and waved goodbye, saying, “Take 
care James”.

Evander Holyfi eld may not be the 
“prettiest”, like Muhammad Ali, or 
the meanest, like Mike Tyson but 
he is a boxer who epitomises the 
sport like no other. He has won the 
World Heavyweight Championship 
a record four times and is chasing 
the dream of a fi fth title.

After being raised in the “ghetto”, Evander 
recalls his incredible journey and how his 
“momma’s whippings” meant he didn’t 
end up like Tyson, the man who infamously 
bit off and spat out a chunk of his ear, 
and the ‘animal’ he is about to face once 
again in this year’s biggest bout.

Peering through the window where the 
interview was to take place, Evander 
was sitting quietly with a can of Cola. As I 

entered the room, after a light knock on 
the door, he immediately stood up to his full 
6’ 3”.  Although his imposing height wasn’t 
threatening, his stance certainly was. He 
had adopted the ‘toe to toe’ standing 
position boxers use, while in the ring, into his 
everyday life, which was intimidating to say 
the least.

“I wasn’t always the biggest, but I was 
the youngest of nine so I was tough”, 
he proudly boasts. 

Observing the ‘crème de la crème’ of 
sporting entertainment one can easily 
understand why he is so successful, and 
it becomes easy to understand why he’s 
one of the most likeable boxers in the oft-
maligned sport.  Despite having millions 
of dollars in the bank and fame beyond 

‘Ear we go again ...
an interview with Evander Holyfield

For more celebrity interviews visit: jamesdaviemedia.co.uk
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By James Davies
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I think it’s fair to say that in our lives at one point 
or another, we have disposed of an item without 
even wearing it – tags and all. 

It’s probably also true that 99% of the time, whilst 
shopping, we never check labels to think about 
just exactly where our garment has come from 
and who made it. 

Besides, once you’ve got your eye on those 
magnifi cent pair of leather boots – made fairly or 
not – you’re having them. 

However, it is a new year and a new start; in a time of 
economic turmoil, starting a fresh way of thinking about 
fashion is in order. No more cheap last minute buys and 
throwaway items that have been bought at the drop of 
a hat. It seems time to introduce a more ethical way of 
buying – besides you can’t say you truly love fashion if 
you haven’t got a clue about the items you own. 

There are so many ways to make sure your clothes are 
made properly, and it’s ever easier to purchase them. 
Ethical fashion is on the rise and you have the right to 
know exactly where they started. First of all the label 
on clothes will always tell you the country the garment 
has been produced in – if this isn’t clear then you can 
ask a shop assistant as most stores will have a ‘Product 
Knowledge’ book that explains where the clothes are 
produced and who by. 

Clothes that are ethically produced will always have 
been made with 100% fair-trade organic materials 

in sanctifi ed humane conditions for workers all over 
the world. A lot of consumers turn a blind eye to the 
poor sweatshop conditions and unethically produced 
garments – Plastique magazine recently reported that 
according to the IFTF (Internation Fur Trade Federation) 
“consumers spent $15.02 billion dollars(!) on fur in 2007, 
an increase of 11.3% over the previous year.” Even with 
the excessive negative press the fur industry receives 
regarding its inhumane ethics and involvement in fashion 
– this doesn’t stop the publics consumption.

There are hundreds of ethical shops in the high street 
including M&S, Timberland, Gossypium and my favourite 
American Apparel. Online shops are also useful and 
there are hundreds of ethical fashion designers selling on 
websites. Log on to www.fairtrade.com or www.ethicsgirl.
co.uk to get the complete lowdown on who to support.

Ethical Fashion

Fancy writing for the fashion section? Email sucommunications@solent.ac.ukBy Vikki Hancock

I think it
or another, we have disposed of an item without 
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Do you think that pop music is 
making a big comeback?
 
Troels: Hopefully. Good pop music right? I think 
we’re trying to make pop music a bit more 
popular again along with lots of other cool acts.
 
What do you think makes your songs 
so popular?

Stine: I dunno, first I think it’s about going back 
to when pop music was good because there’s 
been a few years of pop being fake and 
manufactured. It doesn’t have to be a bad 
thing to be manufactured but when it comes 
out like a machine where you don’t think 
about, it does becomes fake. For us it’s about 
going back to when pop music was really 
good, especially the 70’s and the 80’s, and 
combine things that we think makes a good 
pop song today.

Rasmus: Definitely, like early Madonna and 
David Bowie, Wham, Prince... stuff like that.
 
What do you do during your time off?
 
Troels: Well my computer broke down last 

week so I’ve just been taking a walk around 
the different cities when we have time off in 
the afternoon. But on off days I think we’ve just 
been sleeping. 
Stine: Yeah, regenerating. 
Troels: Watching a lot of lost. 
Stine: And heroes! 
Troels: I think it’s really important to put 
everything aside and do what you feel like 
doing because it’s so intense, it’s really hard 
work, it’s very different from a common job 
where you wake up at eight and finish at five. 
 
Any funny stories from the tour?

Troels: There was a girl in Norwich who jumped 
a fence to steal a drumstick? 
Stine: SJ went into the crowd and when he 
came back one of his shoe laces was gone 
which was really weird...

What can we expect from the album?

Troels: I think it’ll be a bit different, we’ve been 
listening to a lot of R n B and hip hop, so yeah, 
that may have influenced it a bit. You’ll have to 
wait and see...

By Hannah Mahony

Music :Interview

Alphabeat!
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By Hannah Mahony and Emma Herron

Music :Interview
Do you see yourself as a pioneer in the 
revival of ska? 

I think it’s always been there bubbling 
under the surface. Loads of albums 
last year had elements of ska in 
them. I think it’s always been there 
somewhere.

Who are your musical influences?

Well, I think that the stuff i’m writing 
now is probably influenced by Frankie 
Valli and The Four Seasons.  I love the 
Young Knives, especially their latest 
album. I love so many... I hate this 
question.

How’s touring with The Automatic 
been?

It’s been really fun. Sadly we’ve only 
got three shows left. After this though 
I’m hoping to do some acoustic shows 
and get my name about in London. 
The album’s out this year, so from then 
I’ll just be constantly on tour.

Which artist of the moment would you 
like to make sweet sweet music with?

I go through phases. I guess I’d like to 
work with Will.I.Am, you can tell he just 
loves making tunes and I like his vibe. 
Oh, and Paul McCartney... in case he 
reads this.

Got any pre-show rituals?

Ummm, not anything too crazy. 
Vocal warm-ups? We have no (in a 
commendable American accent) 
‘put-your-hands-in’ thing. I think we’re 
always too busy setting up our gear.

How do you pass time on tour?

Keeping fit is our new thing. I went 
for a run this morning and usually go 
swimming. Our tour manager’s pretty 
good. She always makes sure our hotels 
have a gym or a pool.

The conversation then goes completely 
off the metaphorical track, we won’t 
divulge all the details, but we felt we 
had to include this wise, yet random 
fact from Nick Harrison:

Did you know that if you stroke a reef 
shark’s nose it goes into a rigor mortis 
state and freezes because it’s like a 
sensory overload? That’s their most 
sensitive part.

www.solentsu.co.uk/resus26 RE:SUS “For students, by students”

Nick Harrison

Not just a pretty face, the 23-year-old 
singer/songwriter hails from the little town 
of Folkstone, Kent and has a distinctive 
indie/old school ska-rock vibe.  His videos 
Oi Rudeboy and Something Special are 
already standard viewing on numerous 

Music :Interview

indie music channels and this little banana-
loving fi end looks set to put Folkstone on 
the map in 2009. Rarely seen in promo 
shots without his trusty favourite fruit, we 
shared bananas and banter with the next 
big thing on the indie scene.

RE:SUS 27

Nick Harrison. Remember that name, it’s likely to be a permanent 
fi xture in everyone’s headphones this year – or at least it should be.
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When you enter competitions of 
practically any nature, you very 
rarely expect to receive little more 
than a 25 pence per minute phone 
charge. However, when success 
fi nally swings your way, it is hard 
to refrain from confessing it the 
sweetest to date. Fair to say - 4 
humble South based boys could 
never have anticipated 2008 
(regardless of their self proclaimed 
talent) to pan out in the fashion that 
it did.

On June 11th HourstilAutumn found 
themselves staring at an expectant crowd, 
warming the stage of St Mary’s Stadium 
for rock legends Bon Jovi. Surely this can’t 
be topped? Mel Lewis caught up with 
bass player James Wills to investigate that 
career defying performance, the bands 
hopes for the New Year and anything else 
on the agenda, strictly professional of 
course…

Introduce yourselves to RE:SUS…

Okay, well Chris Pearce fronts the band 
with vocals and rhythm guitar, James Wills 
(that’s me) supplies the thundering bass 
lines and backing vocals, Hugh plays lead 
guitar and Dave plays the drums. 

And you’re a student at Solent, 
correct…?

Yeah, I’m studying Criminology, now well 
into year two and not enjoying the work 

load one bit! Chris is an ex-advertising 
student who graduated last year. 

How would you sum up 
HourstilAutumn - any particular 
infl uences?

We struggle to put ourselves into a genre 
because we like to be different. But we 
have all sorts of musical infl uences such as 
Alexisonfi re, Anberlin and GO:Audio. Ah 
and some of our friends, Waiting for Sirens, 
Awordlike.Attack and Lost on Landing - 
check them out!

So, playing with Bon Jovi (a gig you 
won via Ocean FM), that must have 
been pretty intense?

It was an incredible feeling. We turned 
up at the stadium thinking that we were 
opening for the Feeling and Bon Jovi only 
to fi nd out that we were the main support! 
We grew up listening to these guys and saw 
them at St Mary’s in 2006 which gave me 
and Chris the idea to start the band in the 
fi rst place. Nothing could have prepared us 
for the sight when we walked up the ramp 
and saw nearly 30,000 people looking 
back at us. Playing was such an incredible 
feeling and we played a faultless set 
complete with a Hugh Floyd Back Flip at 
the end...The crowd were awesome and 
looking out to see a stadium of people 
clapping along to some of our songs was a 
feeling that will stay with me for life.

And what was Jon Bon Jovi like 
himself? 

The guy was really geniune and wished us 
all luck although we were all so nervous 
we didnt even get anything signed! We 
were all dumb struck when he came into 
the dressing room for a photo shoot with us 
and a pre-gig chat, it was awesome. 

Can that night be topped?

We’ve played some amazing gigs over the 
last year, supporting Dopamine, New Device, 
Tonight is Goodbye, Kill the Arcade and 
Lights and Sounds. It’s crazy though because 
even though we’ve played all those gigs, the 
best was probably the Our Show at Talking 
Heads the night after Bon Jovi. We played 
the Best Set EVER (probably buzzing from 
St Mary’s) and the place was absolutely 
packed!

What is your general verdict on the 
Southampton gigging scene?

Personally I love it. I’m a big fan of 

Hours Til Autumn
By Mel Lewis

checking out local bands and there are 
some awesome ones around! It would be 
good to see some huge bands come to 
Southampton though, to save me having 
to go to London! 

And the plan for 2009?

Fingers crossed 2009 is going to be a 
massive year for us. We have our E.P 
release and are currently planning a 
Summer Tour! We are Playing ‘Rock the 
Barn’ March 7th which should be another 
action packed show. It would be awesome 
if you could come along.

If we’re still interested, where can 
we fi nd HourstilAutumn?

We released a Two-Track Demo last year 
and that’s now available on our Myspace.
And we have our E.P set for release in Early 
2009 - so watch this space.

www.myspace.com/hourstilautumn

 
 

Local :SceneLocal: Scene
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Film: Reviews Film: Reviews

T r o p i c  T h u n d e r
By Matt Perry

Yes Man - 4/5 stars

Jim Carey goes back to his comedic 
roots to bring us this original and much 
needed comedy.

About a man stuck in a dead end 
job, yearning for an escape, ‘Yes 
Man’ not only allows it’s audience to 
place themselves in the characters 
shoes, it also highlights to people that 
being the same as everyone else 
is not always the better option. As 
expected there is a romantic side, 
however no comedy is complete 
without the inclusion of an ex-wife.

Yes Man is a true original comedy, 
which will make you laugh you 
socks off.

Film 2009
of Hollywood comedy are pushed to 
the very limit - Stiller’s ‘Simple Jack’ 
character, for one, certainly stands out in 
the mind.

Despite these special moments, the 
fi lm is nowhere near a ‘laugh-a-minute’ 
and with the exception of Downey Jr.’s 
‘Lazurus’, the characters are all one-
dimensional. Lacking comedy, the 
script also lacks any narrative intrigue. 
Stiller’s Speedman is as forgetful as half 
his characters of late, and Black’s drug-
addicted superstar is simply a constant 
repeat of the same ‘coke-craving’ joke.

The supporting cast are completely 
sidelined, which is a shame as there is 
a lot of talent on show: Coogan, Nolte, 
McConaughey to name but a few. 

The one saving grace for TROPIC 
THUNDER is Downey Jr. His Lazarus 
character is sheer genius, “I’m the dude 
playing the dude, disguised as another 
dude!”, and will go down as one of 
the great comedy creations, which is 
surprising as Downey Jr. is the one non-
comedy actor in the primary cast. 

Ultimately, despite the quality 
cinematography and talent on show, 
TROPIC THUNDER fails to be a consistently 
funny fi lm. In terms of entertainment 
value, maybe it succeeds, but it most 
certainly is not the memorable comedy 
one would have hoped for. 

2/5 stars

The key to the success of TROPIC 
THUNDER would have been for 
the audience to walk in with low 
expectations. Sadly, that is nigh 
on impossible, what with the huge 
advertising campaigns preceding 
it, the summer blockbuster spot it 
managed to secure in the States 
last year, and, of course, its A-
list cast, which goes some way 
to explaining its $100 million plus 
budget.

With expenses in mind then, there is no 
denying the visual quality of the fi lm. 
In terms of sheer spectacle TROPIC 
THUNDER exceeds on all levels, with 
fantastic set-pieces that look and feel 
real; Stiller, as director, seems to have had 
this in mind when writing the script, 

and a lot of time and effort has 
obviously been spent on the 
believability of the environment 
in which the action takes place. 
And, solely as a pastiche of 
jungle warfare fi lms (the likely 
comparisons being Platoon 
and Apocalypse Now) it most 
defi nitely succeeds.

But, ultimately, the fi lm is a 
comedy (or should be) and 
with the talented likes of 
Ben Stiller and Jack Black 
on show, TROPIC THUNDER 
leaves a lot to be desired. 

There are certainly moments of genius 
- the fake trailers at the fi lm’s opening 
are an inventive way of introducing the 
main characters - and the boundaries 

By Emi Charlswood
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Twilight - 3/5 stars

In this modern day Romeo and Juliet we 
follow a love affair between a vampire 
and a human being.

Bella (Kristen Stewart) moves from her 
home in sunny Phoenix to the rainy little 
town of Forks. Everything she has ever 
known has been turned on its head until 
she fi nds Edward, played by Robert 
Pattinson. He is unlike any other man 
she has seen, however, he has a 
secret; he is a vampire and immortal. 
Unable to control her growing feeling 
for Edward she falls in love with him 
and he with her. Strangers come 
to town and realise that there is a 
human amongst Edward and his 
family and their forbidden love is put 
to the test when Edward has to do 
everything in his power to protect 
her.

If you want to watch a good romance fi lm 
with aspects of violence and mythology, it 
is a must see.
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The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button (Feb 6)

Brad Pitt plays a man who is 
born old and wrinkled and 
lives his life backwards in 
David Fincher’s romantic 
adaptation of an F. Scott 
Fitzgerald story. The fi lm, 
whose centrepiece is 
a romance between 
a couple who age in 
opposite directions, sees a 
departure from his unusual 
brooding signature. Expect 
a poignant, tour-de-force 
from the Se7en director. 

2008 was a fl imsy year for fi lm. There were exceptions, of course. Who could 
deny the epic-scope of The Dark Knight, which grossed more than $900 million 
worldwide.  Audiences also saw the Coens return to form with their adaptation of 
Cormac MCCarthy’s No Country For Old Men. By and large, however, the year’s 
movie output was a damp squib.

There is hope on the horizon, with 2009 promising stacks of cinematic excellence. So here 
are 5 new-year fi lm previews for the buff to buff off to. Get ready…

Inglourious Basterds
(Aug 16)

Quentin Tarantino’s 
latest (the title of which 
should drive copy editors 
everywhere slightly insane) 
tells the story of a group 
of Jewish-American 
soldiers who get off on 
brutally killing Nazis. This is 
Tarantino, so expect some 
serious violence. The fi lm’s 
eclectic cast is irresistible 
and features Brad Pitt, Mike 
Myers, Samuel L. Jackson, 
and director Eli Roth (in an 
acting role).

Public Enemies (July 1)

This year Christian Bale 
is starring in “Terminator: 
Salvation”, and if you’ve 
seen the trailer for it, you 
know that Bale uses that 
same gravelly whisper 
voice he used in “The Dark 
Knight”. But Bale also stars 
opposite Johnny Depp in 
this Michael Mann-helmed 
thriller about how the Feds 
tried to take down John 
Dillinger, Pretty Boy Floyd 
and Baby Face Nelson.

Where the Wild Things Are 
(Oct 16)

Spike Jonze directs this 
Dave Eggers-penned 
adaptation of Maurice 
Sendak’s classic children’s 
book about a boy who is 
sent to bed without dinner 
and ends up creating his 
own imaginary world of 
monsters. Tales of how 
Jonze clashed with the 
studio have circulated, but 
it sounds like ultimately the 
director got to realise his 
vision.

Shutter Island (Oct 2)

Martin Scorsese brings 
another Dennis Lehane 
(“Gone Baby Gone,” 
“Mystic River”) novel to 
the big screen. Scorsese-
favourite Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Mark 
Ruffalo star as two U.S. 
marshals who go to a 
remote island, off the 
coast of Massachusetts, 
to investigate a woman’s 
disappearance from the 
island’s hospital for the 
criminally insane.

P r e v i e w s
By Jamie SkeyFilm 2009

By Emi Charlswood

NEW Films - Coming Soon to SUFS!
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It’s that time of year again when the SU 
provides its students with a week jam 
packed with activities and events with the 
sole purpose of raising a bit of cash for 
charity. R.A.G. week this year begins on the 
2nd February. 

The three charities that we have chosen for 
all R.A.G. proceeds to go to this year were all 
recommended by you during November’s 
Sabb on the Sofa session. These charities are 
local charities who we feel passionate about 
raising as much money for as possible.

• Naomi House Children’s Hospice 
 (naomihouse.org)
• Clear Life Education and Auction 

for Refugees
 (citylife.org.uk/page/clear)
• Bombay Duck 
 (bombayduck.org)

 
With the R.A.G. pot already having over 
£1,000 in from donations collected during 
Welcome Week, along with the sabbaticals 
official Swear Jar currently at £7, myself and 
the three other sabbatical officers have set 
a target of what we should aim to raise - in 
just this one week alone. We’re hopeful that 

with your help we ca gain another £1,000.

To raise this much money would be a massive 
achievement for the students of Solent and 
it’s the least we can do to help those less 
fortunate then us. We are really hoping 
that as many students as possible can get 
involved in raising money for R.A.G.

An agenda of events happening during 
the week is listed below, you can volunteer 
to help with these activities, go around 
campus with a collection bucket or arrange 
your own sponsored act. This is going to be 
a fantastic week for entertainment and we 
are hoping it’ll be the biggest R.A.G. week 
in Solent history!

I’d like to say a massive thank you to the 
societies and sports clubs who have agreed 
to get involved as well as Sport and Rec for 
their support.

If you would like to get involved come and 
see me in my office on the 1st floor of the SU.

It will be great to have you on board!

Jess Lee
Vice President Activities

suactivites@solent.ac.uk

www.solentsu.co.uk/activities

Jess
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Making a Difference
Southampton Universities’ “The Cube” 
nightclub played unlikely host to some 
more restrained socialising than usual, as 
Southampton Solent University and The 
University of Southampton held the first of 
their Intergenerational Day.

As part of CSV’s “Make A Difference 
Days,” and funded through the Student 
Volunteering England’s ‘think outside the 
box competition’ which was won with 
a joint effort from students from both 
Universities, all traces of spilled beer were 
studiously cleaned from the floor and 
the area had been split into three zones; 
Community, Environment and Technology 
as part of an effort to break down a few 
age barriers. 

In the centre were two laptops, there to 
give those not familiar with technology and 

the internet a chance to get acquainted.  
One elderly gentleman informed me that 
the main reason he came to the event in 
the first place was because he was trying 
to research what sort of laptop he should 
be buying! 

There are lots of little asides like this 
throughout the day; people surprising 
each other, making one another laugh 
and generally doing and saying things that 
you wouldn’t expect, and that’s what the 
event is really all about. The three areas, 
the food and the perky organisation are 
just frames that hang around this modest 
coming-together of generations, given a 
touch of resonance by the trendily austere 
university surroundings.  

What we have here are the students of the 
past, the students of the present and the 

students of the future all under one roof. It’s 
hard not to feel impressed by that. 
After lunch it was time for me to hear a 
little from a student of the present.  Carla 
Reed, head of Student Community Action 
at Southampton University (and currently 
hard at work on her Zoology dissertation) 
explained to me a little of the genesis of 
Intergenerational Day. 

The different sections were planned as a 
means to mix different age groups, “to 
provide something for everyone, whilst 
at the same time raising awareness of 
environmental issues. “

Carla assures me that there will be more 
Intergenerational Days in the future, and 
SCA also has an International Christmas 
party and a Student Volunteering week 
coming up.

The “pledge tree” materialises on a wall at 
some point, and we are all encouraged 
to fill out sticky notes detailing what we’ve 
learned about saving the planet and 
what we’ll be doing about it. Mischievous 
people young and old try to sabotage 

By Neil Ross

proceedings, but examples such as “re-use 
plastic bags”,  “re-use my old materials”, 
“use a bag-for-life” and “use my car less 
and exercise more” show awareness has 
been raised.

However it seems a little token compared 
to the genuine successes of the day 
- hearing the young talking with a little 
more respect and experience about the 
old, seeing the elderly getting to grips with 
Wii Sports and Internet Explorer – it makes 
it all worthwhile, this bridging, eroding of 
the gap between old and young people 
is what the event was really all about, 
and in that sense, for the attendees, the 
volunteers and everyone else on hand it 
was a great success.

Fancy Volunteering?

Email: suactivities@solent.ac.uk or 
visit the Activites Office on the first 
floor of the Student’s Union
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Want your sport club or society featured here? Email sucommunications@solent.ac.uk

Dodgeball is the newest sport on the Solent 
scene.  This mixed sport has only been 
officially accepted in the UK for a few 
years but has rapidly grown in popularity.  
You can now join the Southampton Solent 
university dodgeball team, and there will 
be a charity dodgeball tournament on 
the 6th February.  Of course, there is the 
popularity of the dodgeball film and who 
can forget about the five ‘D’s of dodgeball: 
Dodge Duck Dive Dip and … Dodge?

The Solent dodgeball team recently 
entered into the regional UK dodgeball 
association (UKDBA) tournament, 
which took place at Southampton 
University.  We arrived expecting some 

fun, competitiveness, entertainment and 
maybe even a chance to catch a glimpse 
of Patches O’Hoolihan from the dodgeball 
film.  However, an understanding of the 
rules, dodgeball etiquette and a proper 
team kit were the only things missing from 
this afternoon tournament.  Our first game 
was a disaster. We lost within 30 seconds, 
there were bodies scattered on the floor 
and injuries were sustained. We were 
then further humiliated in the next match 
against the overall winners who won 
convincingly whilst fielding a ‘weak’ team.

Despite this, we managed a moral victory 
against the favourites and completed 
our first victory during our final match, 

By Will Nicholls

leapfrogging our opponents up the leader-
board, off bottom position for the first time 
in the tournament.  Looking to progress 
from here, there are further national 
tournaments in Teddington, Southampton 
and Cardiff, which we hope to enter into 
this year, aiming for further success.

Solent dodgeball has been training in the 
sports hall since December, between 4 
to 5 every Thursday.  People of all abilities 
have been turning up and enjoying 

Solent Dodgeball

themselves, and of course getting an 
opportunity to take their aggression out 
by throwing balls at each other.  Although 
the game can be highly competitive, the 
main theme running through the games 
and training is a sense of enjoyment and 
the ability for anyone to take part.  If you 
are interested in playing, then you can get 
more information from the Sports Solent 
office or check out the facebook group: 
Southampton Solent Dodgeball.
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Work hard - play 
hard!

Embarrass your mates! Email pics to: sucommunications@solent.ac.uk

Jack Bauer doesn’t follow protocol. 
Protocol follows Jack Bauer.

Jack Bauer doesn’t miss. If he didn’t hit you 
it’s because he was shooting at another 
terrorist 12 miles away.

24 Season DVDs cannot be copied 
because Jack Bauer will not be burned.

Jack Bauer doesn’t speak any foreign 
languages, but he can make any foreigner 
speak English in a matter of minutes.

Jack doesn’t believe in Murphy’s Law, only 
Bauer’s Law: “Whatever CAN go wrong, 
WILL be resolved in a period of 24 hours.

Once, someone tried to tell Jack Bauer a 
“knock knock” joke. Jack Bauer found out 
who was there, whom they worked for, and 
where the goddamned bomb was.

If everyone on “24” followed Jack Bauer’s 
instructions, it would be called “12”.

Jack Bauer was conceived by torturing the 
other sperm until they gave up the location 
of the egg.

There is no such thing as the food chain. 
There are only a few creatures that Chuck 
Norris allows to live.

Chuck Norris made Journey stop believing.

Chuck Norris is suing Myspace for taking 
the name of what he calls everything 
around you.

Contrary to popular belief, America is not a 
democracy. It is a Chucktatorship.

Archaeologists unearthed an old English 
dictionary dating back to the year 1236. 
It defined “victim” as “one who has 
encountered Chuck Norris”.

It takes 24 hours for Jack to overcome his 
enemies. 
It takes Chuck a single roundhouse kick to 
the face.

After about an hour of repeated 
roundhouse kicks to the face, Jack Bauer 
told Chuck Norris “Do you mind moving 
on to my lower back? I was stuck in a 
ventilation shaft from 7am to 8am”.

Chuck Norris 
vs.  Jack Bauer
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